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MESSAGES FROM
THE PRESIDENTTHE PRESIDENT

Hello to ALL ABC Chapter members!

It has been a busy first nine months since
CANvention 53 in Little Rock! The ABC Chapter has

been to 3 major shows and as a result we have
gained 5 new and 2 renewed members!  

 
Please take time to welcome Kieth Berger & Doug

Winchester to the ABC Chapter, they are our newest
members! Both were recruited at the Gateway

Chapter Swap A Rama in St. Louis, MO. 
 

This newsletter is the second of four to be published
this year. As requested in my Bits and Pieces articles
we need news submissions. The more you share the

stronger our chapter becomes! 
 

I can only hope that you have been receiving my
monthly Bit’s & Pieces updates! My goal is to keep

chapter members informed! 
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MESSAGES FROM
THE PRESIDENTTHE PRESIDENT

CANvention 54 is quickly approaching, and the ABC Chapter
will be hosting a Hospitality Suite to help promote our

Chapter and our portion of the hobby! Who knows, we may
just recruit NEW members! NEW members create more

opportunities for our chapter! 

ABC Chapter Past President Bob Renforth is running for
election to the BCCA Board of Directors, PLEASE take time
to vote for Bob! GOOD LUCK Bob, we know that if elected

you will do an EXCELLENT job! 
 

ABC Chapter member Jerry Gann is running for BCCA Board
of Directors, PLEASE vote for him! 

 
ABC members Clayton Emery & Tom Fay have been

nominated for the BCCA Hall Of Fame, PLEASE  
vote for them! 

One item that has confused me is the lack of participation
on the ABC CHAPTERS MEMBERS ONLY Facebook page. 



6

MESSAGES FROM
THE PRESIDENTTHE PRESIDENT

Tom  Fay 
ABC President #92

BCCA Past President 2015

  
 

We have 136 members on our membership roster, yet we
only have seventy-six members registered to use the page

and from those seventy-six registered members only a
handful of those members will comment or share with the

rest of us! 

My question is WHY! Drop me an e-mail at
tfay90918@hotmail.com and let me know! 

The information that YOU have is valuable to our chapter!
The Facebook page is our conduit to what is new in your

area and staying abreast of what is available for us to add to
our collections! 

 I thank each and every member of the ABC Chapter for
being part of our wonderful hobby! 

 
Looking forward to seeing many of you in Milwaukee as we

continue our journey through the land of ALUMINUM! 
 

mailto:tfay90918@hotmail.com


OUR STRATEGY

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu
fugiat nulla pariatur.

Please send your submissions,
photos, columns, and important

news for a chance to be featured in
the next newsletter!

NEWSLETTER

ADDITIONS

WANTED!
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EDITORIAL

SEND TO
Carter Stahl

“The Cabottle Times” Editor

cbs010209@outlook.com
ABC

Aluminum Bottle CANnoisseurs
Chapter 169 of the

Brewery Collectibles Club 
of America

Established 2007



OUR STRATEGY

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu
fugiat nulla pariatur.

Membership
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CHAPTER UPDATES

Website
The ABC chapter website gallery now lists

over 5000 bottles. If you run across a bottle
not currently entered, or have a better
picture of a bottle, please contact Brad

Ambruso
Brad Ambruso

webmaster@abcchapter.com

Visit Website Here
www.abcchapter.com

The ABC chapter currently has
136 members. 

Let’s make a goal to grow
membership this year! 
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A SINGLE NEW ADDITION FROM
ACROSS THE PONDACROSS THE POND

On this part of the tour, we visited the countries’
larger cities while stopping along the way at various
times to stretch our legs. Most rest stops consisted of
a combination service station/convenience store or
small fast-food joints. I would always go inside the
stations and head straight to the beer section in
hopes of locating any brand in an aluminum bottle. I
was quite disappointed as there were none to be
found. Not a single one. This same scenario played
out while shopping in the cities we stayed in. I was
able to add some very unique beer cans to my
collection, so not all was lost.

Article from Bob Renforth #1
April and May found us on a
long awaited 25-day
vacation in Central Europe.
Traveling the first 15 days via
tour bus through seven
different countries. They
included Germany, Poland,
Slovakia, Hungary, Czech
Republic, and Austria, then
returning to Germany. 



10

Fast forward to the last week and a
half of our trip which we spent in
Hanover, Germany with our dear

friends, Sven and Leoni. On the very
first day there, Leoni brings me a

Heineken aluminum bottle that she
had saved for me from a flight from

Spain. A sign of things to come?
Surely there were bound to be some

interesting new finds in the coming
week. But alas, it was not to be!

Again, I picked up some nice cans
including a Budweiser Budvar 5L can

from the Czech Republic. Great
tasting beer!

Most beer sold in Germany and
other European countries are still
sold in heavy glass bottles, which
they recycle. They make this easy
on the consumer by allowing them
to bring the bottles back to
wherever they purchased them
from, for their deposits, which in
turn is used to purchase more beer.
Something the States could learn
from. Beer cans are found in most
service stations, convenience
stores, and in the larger grocers. 
As an interesting side note, we did
not see a single Anheuser-Busch
product anywhere we traveled. 

Prost!
Bob Renforth



OUR STRATEGY

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi
ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu
fugiat nulla pariatur.
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Visit Website Here

www.abcchapter.com

THE ABC CHAPTER IS

ONLINE!

Find us on your phone,
tablet, or computer!

or search

ABC
Aluminum Bottle CANnoisseurs

Chapter 169 of the
Brewery Collectibles Club 

of America
Established 2007
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Original Release Date From 2016
Anheuser-Busch Honors Veteran

Employees with Exclusive
Limited Edition Bottles

This Veterans Day, we paid tribute to more than
1,000 A-B colleagues who are veterans or serve our
country with a special-edition aluminum Budweiser

America bottle. Inspired by the bravery and
sacrifice of our veterans, we have produced a

limited run of 4,000 bottles exclusively for our
veterans at A-B.

This initiative is a small gesture of gratitude for the
dedication and service of our employees, so we're
not planning to make these available for sale, but
we wanted to share the initiative with you, as we
know you also deeply value the contribution of

America's veterans.

Source: Anheuser-Busch Intranet Marketing Dept
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Like so many of our wholesaler partners, we've
been a proud employer of veterans throughout our
long history. We have more than 5,500 employees

who have served in World War I, World War II, Korea,
Vietnam, Desert Storm, Iraq, Afghanistan and many

other deployments. Together with your support,
we've also proudly supported our troops at home
or abroad by providing resources, fundraising for

veterans and their families, and many other support
activities over the years.

Our dream of a better world could not be realized
without our veterans. We are proud to serve those

who serve.

Bottle inscription:
The land of the free, because of the brave

With every waving flag, with every hand covered heart,
we declare our gratitude. To those who have walked the
line to defend our freedom. To those who have served
to protect our way of life. To those who have fought to

keep us safe. America thanks you.
For your service, courage and sacrifice, men and women

of our armed forces, this Bud's for you.
Proud to serve those who serve.

Submitted by David Vitale

BCCA #34511
ABC #241
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MEMBERS ONLY 
ARE YOU ON THE

FACEBOOK?
The ABC Chapter offers
a MEMBERS ONLY group

on Facebook! 
This group offers exclusive

member only trading, member
connection, and important

messages!
JOIN NOW



ABC
Aluminum Bottle CANnoisseurs

Chapter 169 of the
Brewery Collectibles Club 

of America
Established 2007
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LOGO REFRESH
Newsletter Editor Carter Stahl

recently worked to refresh
the ABC logo and make a
clearer, updated version!

OLD LOGO

NEW LOGO
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NEW ADVERTISING
SUPPLIES

President Tom Fay and
Newsletter Editor Carter Stahl
recently worked together to

design and order new banners!

We are excited to use
our new banners to

advertise our chapter
and help to attract

new members!
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ABC CHAPTER IS

In June, The ABC Chapter visited the
Gateway Chapter Swap - A - Rama

show in St. Louis, MO.

ABC President Tom
Fay, pictured with Bob

Renforth and Dave
Vitale speaking to

member Derek Walker

We got the
opportunity to use our
new pop up banner
and we welcomed 2
new members and
visited with exisiting
members
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AN INTERESTING FINDAN INTERESTING FIND
While at this year’s Swap-A-Rama in Florissant, Missouri, I was out

scouting for new aluminum bottles at various establishments.
Directly behind our hotel is the Worldwide International Food

Market that specializes in Middle Eastern foods. I’ve shopped it a
few times during prior visits and knew they didn’t sell alcohol due

to their religious beliefs, although they have some interesting
products all the same.

What I did find was the aluminum
water bottle that you see here. It’s
called “1948 Water” and has a sticker
label attached to a plain Ball
Corporation Alumi-Tek style bottle.
There is no mention of Ball on the label.
There were two bottles left in their
cooler, with one being badly dented I
only purchased the one.

The label is most interesting
as it is of Palestinian origin

and design. At the top front,
you see four water drops of
red, black, white, and green
with the number 1948 inside

them. These four colors make
up the Palestinian flag.

Continued on next page
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Below this you see a woman wearing the Palestinian Keffiyeh or scarf and
holding a watermelon. Why a watermelon? If you take a close look at the
watermelon, you will again see these four colors. The significance of the
watermelon and its colors stems from the Palestinian flag being banned

within the Palestinian territories of the Gaza Strip and the West Bank inside
Israel since the Six Day War in 1967. This led to the use of the watermelon

(having the same colors as their flag) as a symbol of unity. It is still
recognized for that today.

On the right-side panel, it states “It’s more than water; It’s a cause.”
Researching their website (https://1948water.com/), they list the cause as
being a 50% contribution made to orphans worldwide for every purchase.

They also advertise the bottle as being eco-friendly packaging, which I
suppose is a secondary cause. The left-side panel lists their contact

information. The background of the label also reflects a Middle Eastern
design.

Since finding this bottle I’ve seen a second version of it online and having
minor changes to the label. I don’t normally collect aluminum water

bottles, but I believe I’ll keep this one. Keep your eyes open, as you never
know when you may come across something new.

During the show, I was able to add another 8
aluminum beer bottles to my collection as well
as a large Budweiser/Bud Light St Patty’s Day
tacker that I didn’t have. A good time was had
by all!

Dave Dosier
and Amy
Pictured

Bob Renforth
ABC001
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ADVERTISEMENTS
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ABC SUPPORT FOR BCCA Hall of Fame and
BCCA Board of Directors CANdidates

Hello Aluminum Bottle CANnoisseurs members! As many of our
chapter members are aware, tis the season of the year when the

BCCA is asking for members to vote for BCCA HoF, Board of
Directors and CAN of the YEAR. It goes without saying that ALL

chapter members should participate in at least the CAN of the
YEAR voting because the chapter has taken the time to submit a

nice selection of Aluminum Bottles for this year’s US domestic and
international bottles. The Chapter should stand behind the CAN of

the Year voting because a few years ago, the BCCA wanted to
remove this category from the voting because of a lack of interest.
Let’s show the BCCA the Chapter is a strong at-large chapter and

support the CAN of the YEAR voting. After all, the international
category is named after one of our more deceased prominent

members, Juan Carlos de Marcos. 

I would also like to bring to your attention and call for your support
for a couple members of our chapter that are on the ballot for

BCCA HoF. Both are candidate because of their accomplishments
with both the BCCA and their local chapters and are excellent

choices for the HoF! I’m referring to our Chapter Prez ‘TIN CAN’ TOM
FAY and also member CLAYTON EMERY. As usual the BCCA chapters

have voted on selecting a very qualified list of candidates, all of
whom probably deserve entering the BCCA HoF, but as a chapter

we should throw our support behind these 2 Past BCCA Presidents.
You can look at their bio’s on the BCCA website under in the

‘Members Only’ section, then HoF. 
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Last but not least, the chapter also has a very qualified member running for
a position on the BCCA Board of Directors. Bob Renforth, an ABC past

president and founding member of the chapter is throwing his hat into the
ring to serve on the BCCA Board. All of you should know Bob’s name and

recognize his face as a long-time BCCA magazine contributor of the
Aluminum Bottle column and specialty articles about aluminum bottles.

Since Bob regularly attends CANventions, he’s always in attendance at the
chapters annual business meeting, so I’m sure most of y’all have met him

and traded cabottles over the years. Bob’s bio does not appear on the
BCCA website at this time. ABC member Jerry Gann is also running for

BCCA Board.  

Like most volunteers, whether at the chapter level or BCCA level, we can
all attest being an officer of a chapter, a member of the BCCA Board or
an officer of the BCCA, it’s usually a thankless job. Let’s ALL VOTE for our

CHAPTER MEMBER CANDIDATES and celebrate the HoF candidates’
success in the BCCA and the chapters they represent by voting them

in!! Bob also deserves our support by voting him in on the Board of
Directors, as I’m sure he will make a positive impact on any committee

he’s assigned, activities and member support he will provide to help the
BCCA stay structurally sound and help guide the BCCA’s future. 

There are 2 ways you can vote for Tom and Clayton for HoF and
Can of the Year. This must be done by the deadline of AUGUST 1,

2025!

-             Login to the BCCA website and vote (if you don’t have a
login, just request one and it will be set up within 24 hrs).
-             Make a copy of the ballot from the magazine and
submit it to the BCCA Office in Fenton, MO.
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Voting for Bob or Jerry for Board of Directors. 

-             As of this past BCBC magazine printing, the candidates for
the BoD and voting rules are not listed. (The chapter will send out

the instructions once they are printed.)
-             If you are attending CANvention, you can always vote at

the General Business Meeting on Friday morning.

In closing, I just want to re-iterate that the ABC is a strong At-Large
chapter with over 100 members. Together we can make an impact
by dedicating time to VOTE for our BCCA HoF and BoD candidates.

Feel free to encourage all your BCCA friends to VOTE as well!!

CHEERS!!                 JOE GERMINO                 ABC #4
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BCCA HALL OF FAME
The ABC chapter is proud to announce that we have
TWO members on the ballot of the BCCA Denver

Wright Jr. Hall of Fame Award. 

If you have not already, make sure to place your vote
online, or by mail in ballot! 
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MY FRIEND

By Dave Vogl #147 
A couple of years ago,

after Covid finally
calmed down, I took

the opportunity to visit
my friend Carl Ruzich.
Carl lives in a Chicago

suburb about 1 1/2
hours away from me.

Carl has a very nice US
collection and has a

passion for cabottles.

After a phone
conversation, I

put together the
following short

bio of Carl.

continued on next page

26
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Carl originally is
from the coal mining

town of Johnson
City, Illinois, located
in southern Illinois.
Carl served in the

Navy, in the Pacific
on an AKA

(Amphibious Cargo
Ship) keeping a low

profile since
sometimes his ship

was full of
ammunition.

After the war, Carl became a carpenter and has been
retired for over 30 years. While looking for fishing lures
for sale, Carl met Rich La Susa who was selling lures
and beer cans. Rich gave Carl several cans which
started Carl’s collection. This was followed with a

fishing trip to Minnesota where Carl couldn’t believe all
the different brands of beer for sale. Thus the beer can

collecting bug was planted.

27
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NEW
BOTTLESBOTTLES
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BUD LIGHT

Twist Off

504163
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Budweiser
World Series Champions 2024

504168
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Michelob Golden Light

504158
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Michelob Ultra

504169

ST Louis City Soccer
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Michelob Ultra

504170



THANK YOUTHANK YOU

Dave Vitale ABC #241
Dave Vogl ABC #147

To Members

For The Newsletter
Submissions! 34

 Bob Renforth ABC #1
Ibes Pacheco # 252

Joe Germino # 4



BrazilBrazil
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Bottles From

The ABC Chapter would like to
give a HUGE thank you to Ibes

Pacheco for sending us
information about Brazilian

Bottles in his collection, all the
way in his home in Brazil.



 

The following are test bottles that were not put on the market. Differences in the color of the 
logo and the most interesting one with the barcode ooooooooooooo 

 Brazilian aluminum bottles. 
Let's start with the big factories, in the grammatical order of beers. 

Antarctica. 

Antarctica launched two models of bottles on the market, which appeared with small differences 
in the writing and size of the letters. The main difference is in the word Antarctica, written on the 
neck of the bottle, which in one version is 3 cm high and in the other 2.5 cm high. 

36



Brahma.

It began bottling in aluminum bottles during the Brazilian Cup.

The VIP6, with its emphasis on Brazil's quest for a sixth championship, was served at special 
events, while the black and gold versions were released on the market. The Black version was 
made into an edition with numbered bottles, which were sold in a kit, with a glass bearing the 
bottle's logo. 

The 3 Rio 450s are a mystery, I don't know if they were produced for a special event, or if they were
for the regular market. For comparison, there is a set of 6 cans with the same theme. 
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This is the kit that went to market. 

 

Budweiser. 

It was the first company to bottle beer in aluminum bottles. Initially for events and then for no 
other reason than the novelty. 

The black bottle was made in 4 models, but only the one on the left, with or without numbering,
went on to the market. 
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The set was made in honor of the Qatar World Cup 

 
 theme is football and two of them were The three on the left were not made in Brazil, but the

sold here. The fourth is a bottle made in Brazil, very difficult to obtain. 

 

These two, one normal and the other for the first NBL event held in Brazil, are also very difficult 
to get, as they were only sold in São Paulo. 
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Colonia.

The Colonia brewery ordered aluminum bottles but did not fill them. The silver model is the 
most common and is owned by several collectors. The red model is a privilege for a select few. 
Only 6 of these bottles are known. 

Corona. Corona only bottled two aluminum bottles here. The 473 ml, widely sold throughout the

country, 
and the 330 ml, "This is Rio, this is living", which was sold only in some bars on the Rio de Janeiro 
seafront. 
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Germania.

Only one version was released on the market. 

Heineken.

I know of 3 different models of Heineken aluminum bottles here. The one on the left, the all-
green one, was sold in the country's markets. The other two were not. I was able to find a 
finished item for the green and silver one, and only the one in the photo for the green and white 
one. I have never seen a finished item in this format, and I only know of this one from my 
collection. Both models have a 0000000000000 barcode. 
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Imperial.

Produced and sold 3 different types of bottled beer throughout the country 

Opa.

Opa Bier initially presented a 500 ml bottle, and later two others of 250 ml. The white one, 
commemorating the 60th anniversary of INCASA, an important company in the state of Santa 
Catarina, where the factory is located. 
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Skol.

A traditional beer in Brazil, it launched 6 different models of aluminum bottles. The first was the 
one with the curved arrow in wine color, then came the ones with the white designs. Some of 
them have differences with or without the opener design. All were sold on the regular market.

Three other models are known but were not bottled. 
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I was almost forgetting about the Budweiser bottle that was released for the World Cup. Some 
models have small differences. 

44
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CANvention 54CANvention 54
Milwaukee, WIMilwaukee, WI

September 11th - 13thSeptember 11th - 13th
Hilton City CenterHilton City Center

509 W. Wisconsin Ave, Milwaukee, WI
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CANvention 54CANvention 54
Milwaukee, WIMilwaukee, WI

HOSPITALITY SUITEHOSPITALITY SUITE
The ABC Chapter will be hosting

at CANvention 54

We are asking all ABC members to
donate one pack of beer in aluminum

bottles

you choose the brand and type!



JOIN THE ABC CHAPTER
The ABC ( Aluminum Bottle CANnoisseurs)

is an at-large chapter in the BCCA for
members that collect aluminum bottles!  

Members get to meet with other collectors
to buy/sell or trade amongst each other.

Members also get exclusive access to the
ABC facebook group to buy and sell! 

DUES :
$5/Year

Become a LIFETIME MEMBER
BCCA Members :

Pay one time fee of $20 OR
pay $5/year for four years

Non Members :
Pay one time fee of $25 OR
pay $5/year for five years

NEW BCCA MEMBERS GET
FIRST YEAR OF ABC FREE!

ABC
Aluminum Bottle CANnoisseurs

Chapter 169 of the
Brewery Collectibles Club 

of America
Established 2007



Please consider sending the membership form to
prospective members, friends, family, or people you make

often transactions with!
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ABC
Aluminum Bottle CANnoisseurs

Chapter 169 of the
Brewery Collectibles Club 

of America
Established 2007



Share this with your friends also! If you join the BCCA, your
first year of ABC is free!
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JOIN THE BCCA HERE 
The ABC (Aluminum Bottle CANoissieurs) is an

at-large chapter of the BCCA (Brewery
Collectibles Club of America)

The BCCA is a club with over 3,000+ members
all interested in all things brewiana!  

BCCA MEMBER BENEFITS
Registered BCCA members get a number of

benefits including:

Welcome Package 
New Members receive a

welcome package
containing labels, crowns,

coasters, etc.  

Membership Roster
 A printed booklet of all

BCCA members and
contact info

Membership Number
Each BCCA member gets

a special number to
identify them. 

CANvention
BCCA members have the

right to attend
CANvention! The largest
trade show of the year

with over 1,000 members
in attendanceExclusive Content

BCCA members receive an
issue of the award winning
magazine “Beer Cans and

Brewery Collectibles” along
with exclusive web content

Family Memberships
Also Available! 



OR VISIT 
www.bcca.com 

747 Merus Ct
Fenton, MO 63026

United States

HOW DO I JOIN THE BCCA?
Go to bcca.com or
contact the BCCA

world headquarters
to join! 

BCCA WORLD HEADQUARTERS

+1 (636) 343 - 6486

SCAN HERE
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ABC is proud to be apart of theBCWC

53



Carter Stahl
Newsletter Editor

THANK YOU!
ABC Members,

Thank You for reading this edition of
The Cabottle Times! Thank you for all of

the submission and participation.  If
you have any suggestions, please do
not hesitate to let me know! You can

contact me via email at
cbs010209@outlook.com

VISIT OUR
 WEBSITE

FOLLOW OUR 
FACEBOOK

ABC
Aluminum Bottle CANnoisseurs

Chapter 169 of the
Brewery Collectibles Club 

of America
Established 2007


